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What Is a Microchip And Why Does My Pet Need One? 

Every pet owner knows how much their furry friend means to them. They're more than just animals—they’re part of the family. That’s why keeping them safe is so important, and microchipping is one of the best tools we have to help lost pets find their way home.

What Is a Microchip?

A microchip is a tiny device, about the size of a grain of rice, that is implanted under your pet’s skin. It contains a unique identification number that can be read by a special scanner. This ID number is linked to your contact information in a secure database managed by a private company. If your pet gets lost and is brought to a shelter or vet, they can scan the microchip to help reunite you with your pet.

How Is a Microchip Implanted?

The process of implanting a microchip is simple, quick, and virtually painless. A veterinarian or vet tech uses a specialized syringe to insert the chip just under your pet’s skin, usually between the shoulder blades. It’s similar to getting a routine vaccination, and most pets barely notice it. The procedure only takes a few seconds, but it provides a lifetime of protection.

What A Microchip Is Not

One common misunderstanding is that a microchip is like a GPS tracker. It isn’t. Microchips don’t use GPS or any other tracking technology, so they can’t show your pet’s location. Instead, a microchip works more like an ID card that your pet carries under their skin. For it to work, someone needs to find your pet, scan the chip, and contact you.

Why Microchipping Is So Important

Collars and tags are helpful, but they can fall off or get lost. A microchip is permanent and can’t be easily removed, giving you an extra layer of security. Statistics show that microchipped pets are far more likely to be reunited with their owners than pets without microchips. It’s a simple and effective way to make sure your pet has a better chance of finding their way home. Additionally, when your pet is microchipped, it increases the likelihood that they can be returned to you directly without having to spend time at an animal shelter.
Microchipping is great for both dogs and cats. While dogs often wear collars with tags, those can be lost or removed. For cats, microchipping is especially valuable because they are less likely to wear collars or might be prone to slipping them off. This ensures even pets without visible identification have a way to be returned to their families. Microchipping can also be used for other small animals like rabbits or ferrets, offering them the same level of security.

Keep the Information Updated

The microchip itself doesn’t store your personal information—just the ID number. Your contact details are kept in a database managed by a private company. This means it’s crucial to keep your information up to date. If you move or change your phone number, make sure to update the database. Otherwise, the chip won’t be much help in reconnecting you with your pet.

Who Manages the Microchip Information?

Some people worry about privacy when it comes to microchips, but there’s no need to be concerned. The information on your pet’s microchip is managed by private companies, not the government. It’s only used to reunite you with your pet and can’t be accessed for any other purpose. Microchips are not a way to track the pet's owner or collect information about them —it's just a way to ensure your pet can get back to you if they ever get lost.

Affordable Options for Microchipping

Microchipping is a quick, safe, and affordable procedure. Most veterinarians offer microchipping, and most animal shelters provide free or low-cost microchips. If your local shelter doesn’t offer this service, they can usually refer you to someone who does. 

Give Your Pet the Best Chance of Coming Home

Pets bring so much joy to our lives, and we owe it to them to do everything we can to keep them safe. Microchipping is a simple and effective way to make sure your furry friend can always find their way back to you. It’s a small step that makes a big difference, giving you peace of mind and giving your pet a little extra security.
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